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T his book is about human stories and how they shape and influence
our relationships to one another, to other species and to the planet. The
power of our narratives to describe who and what is included or ex-

cluded, whether or not we are doomed to be the last Lorax searching for the last
lorelai. Our stories shape our possibilities for the future and are central to the
human condition. The myths, fables and metaphors of our childhood stories
give us embedded and unconscious archetypes of good and evil, and indeed,
leaders often evoke these primal archetypes in their attempts to persuade us that
their story is the only real one. This is the reason why I have chosen to use some
of my favorite childhood fables as chapter headings for this book, as they have
powerfully shaped my own life. — Ann Dale from the Preface

ann dale is a professor with the School of Environment and Sustainability,
Faculty of Social and Applied Sciences at Royal Roads University and holds a
Canada Research Chair in Sustainable Community Development. She chairs
the Canadian Consortium for Sustainable Development Research, a consortium
of all the heads of research institutes across Canada, and is active in the Cana-
dian environmental movement. Dr. Dale chairs an organization she created, the
National Environmental Treasure and is the Executive Co-ordinator, Research
and Public Policy for the Canadian Biodiversity Institute.
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